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This is an informational resource provided by Kevin I. Slaughter of Underworld Amuse-
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details of a few their favorite Egoist philosophers. It is also integrating the archives of egoist 
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“We two, the State and I, are enemies. I, the egoist, have not at heart the welfare of this 
“human society,” I sacrifice nothing to it, I only utilize it; but to be able to utilize it com-
pletely I transform it rather into my property and my creature; i. e., I annihilate it, and 
form in its place the Union of Egoists.”

– Max Stirner, The Ego and Its Own
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“Egoism is the claim that the Individual is the measure of all things.  In ethics, in episte-
mology, in aesthetics, in society, the Individual is the best and only arbitrator.  Egoism 
claims social convention, laws, other people, religion, language, time and all other forces 
outside of the Individual are an impediment to the liberty and existence of the Individual.  
Such impediments may be tolerated but they have no special standing to the Individual, 
who may elect to ignore or subvert or destroy them as He can.  In egoism the State has no 
monopoly to take tax or to wage war.”

-Trevor Blake, Confessions of a Failed Egoist
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J •• Zube 
W1lsh1"e ~\., Be~~1ma , . ~ .~ •• 
Auat.r l1a 

"'• s.:s. Pa.,.ket-, 
2 o~aett Te~race, 
Loudon, • 2 
England 

~. Hen,.;y ! eu~ n, ec111..ot- or uThe Ind1rtl!ual1at.•, 
.Londoz , mRDY rnonthJS ago hot! oent me a coqy o1' ttminua one•, o. 2 
end eom~w I go~ a oop~ o! No. 10, oithu~ rrom \he ydney L1 orta~1-
ftnG or rrom you. 1 lik~ much or ~ho content ond neve~thaleaa I will 
no subac,.1be to it. Neitbel" cay means nor my pn e 1.1me arcr Rut"t.i..c ent 
to buy and l"ead all the lito~ature I like. I would not. m nn, ~hough, 
1! you ~auld 3end me some or your 1asues 1n exohang tor publica­
tion •p ace ?lana•, of wh1ch I sent you 1aauea 3-'· 
I would like you to consider a ch~nge ov ~ of your a1ze to the mor• 
magazlne lika ppearance o£ ~ pu~:!cA~ion. The rew loose .neaf 1.ype 
or public~L one tends to be damane r~~1 ly by & few re dera and to 
en up :fast in t.he •eteb n l believe that a mot-e bookish ap., a~ :ce 
1.en4s to incr~aM t-ht: reapec t. )Ubl1cll!~ion~ is ~re1.te with ancl there-
by 1~& lifespan. I admit that. \h1a is an ~nrea50nable a~1tM4e bu~ 1 
seems to be one o! th recta or ~~esent ~ire. Haraly ~ an1one haa 
the on 0~ £nc1lit1es to s\ock roolacap 1sa~es. 

The at a1 ht r1ahl. ham.\ borcl~l,line ~oes not mak eo. much :nore additio­
nal "O!'k. 'Ihc ydney lib rtar1nn .. Zr~•c1sllee~" ptUU1&bitr& abo ell me 
ho1K s1m;>le 1 t 1a. One hOs juat to !-11,e he text t.wioe, t.h~ :f1 r&t. '-1· .e 
"1 t.h '- empt..1 \lr c;u.rplu.a spaces ma ea at t.ho r1ihlt ha.nti a1det -+-++ 
l•lrolfl th & rnanaacr1il .. one c r. ¥PO careo ly on Lbe stencl , adding or 
savlnu spaces as indicated. 

until J le ned ~o kno i!e s lil· tho e exprosseCUl 1n t"ht.: art.icle 
"pane!'Ohy" in 1-k'le 4 o! ;ey series 1 ooWlted ;t~¥sel! arr.ong 1fhe 1nc11vic1u­
alist anarchi ste,too, ~ favourite b•1ng Benjamin P.. Tucker. 
Since then I believe 1.bat the aDaJ"ch1at.s in t.t .. ..:1r claim to know t.he 
best syate• tor all p6opl& hav aome~h1n~ in common with \otal1tar1an~ 
In &p1"~ of aasortions oi non-aggrea 1venaa& many &narchists, it only 
given the oh&nce, ould force the1~ eyatem on ot.at1et.a, planne a, 
1nte rvAnt1on1st•, ~1r1g1sts, mouopo11ah, prot ct.1onist.6 etc. , WOllld 
no1- conce!le \he&T. the ri41ht ot 1nd pendent. eeU-government.. At best 
they w~nt to convert 11 to ana. hiata b lieta, a r \her ~top an aim, 
cons14 ~ing bo• d1£!1c~t it 1e e.g. to a t even a !o subacr1bera ~or 

n anarchist review. 
Th1a aeQilla to exJ)re£& an autl\orit r1.an attitude, t.ho~h benevolent, 
tow~rds authoritarian&. lt 1 certainly not a t~ler nt atti~d•. "1nd 
you• 1 do not objaet aa 1nst a r1gnttul ~~a13t.•nu~ against ftut.borita­
~1ane hone er they 1nte~ ~• ~ ~he atrair & o! 11ber~ar1ane. 

rhc atSco~l po n1. 7thich turn d at:~ anar his into c1 panarclust belief is 
tht: d1:ffc¢Cc bot n ~hists, rrsai"4 o! ..,hom e.g. disreg rd \.~ concept 
of ~1.-tht a 'Jomplete ... Dr. Pa\ll. "'.1.1,aboche!- in ·•n ~ AAarchi3.11&48u, Outten. 
tag, nerlin, 1900, gave one a •9 tic &Qrvay ot the trt rences. 
th~ dl!f'e,..noea seem t.o bo as larae 'f.r.at oven 1.f al'l. people clna~11'1ed 
t.heQaelves aa a~archi~t. i\ oul u'1ll r•q~1ro a ~anarchic eociety 
to real1~e their Yari u p~gr~. 
Anoth r belie!' moat anat'Chiata a e"'l to ahat-e 1tb autAori t.at-1ans aDd 
e~atis~s 1a the b 1e1' that poli ioal o~aniz ~ion must v~ n coasi~y 

e ot :1 tc~r11.~ri~.1 k1n4 Rnd oould no\ be baaed. on vol ntar;; m m r­
ah1p. 
Mach ot t.. in\ter:fcrunce c: U.Ci'er tro:n 1 1.oc.1~ 1a ;.1-ro'babl.y no~ so much 
baBod on m 11CO bU. on ignO.»-'llCe O! J2i ~rue Altornati V &e 'rle are all 
in tho a~e boat ems to be ~he &Dderly1na mot.1ve. 

An ther point : Aa lona ao anarchist are a &mall m1no~1~y ~hvy bave 
at p~ sent not much ohanae \0 uonvlnoe ~he majo~1ty by worda d 1.o 
to enjoy narcbiat treedoa dur~g \bc1r 11!o\1me. Tho7 seem ~ , in 
the ame position a small el1g1oua eot. 1a 1n. e~t aD7 &mAll , 11-
gious sect today 1a insotar more 1'8'1onal tban the anarch1at.r. ar aa 
1t. 4lataaa me~ 1.¥ rel1s1o~a t.olorano • autoDOmous selt-adm1n1a~rat.ion, 
and tor the rest 1a content wi 'th :f't-eedo:n t.o ma~to oon'ftrta. Mo aect 
woul be content w1t.h exorcia1ng 1ta ~el1g1ou belief onl7 hen it has 
convinced all o~ a~ lea&t t e major1tJ. Aa S~enc~r aatd in oc1•1 Sta­
t1oa, there 1 no rundamen\al dtr.ter noe b t. een r el1g1ou& and pol1,1-
... , ,........ 0138 ....._ ____ _ 



urt.hermore, both, etat.1at. and anaroh1at.a, at'ft proelom1nantl3 llt.111 t.ar1ana, 
. t.r;r1ng t.o t-ealizo regardl.ona ot r1 ht. and. wrona bat they cona1.der to bo 

\ho beat to.,. all.. Aa rohiau baa an all-embt-aci.ng a1m one can e.xpeo~ 
tbat. he ana appl1ee, onee the YO nt. aet.a .tronae:r,w1ll be more or leaa 

· total.ita!'1cn, too. orne or tho cOCIIDWlia or qn4ioal1at. anarch1 ta are aood 
ex~loa. 

t.t.ed.q, men7 naroh1at ape c.f a tut.uro society aa a aocioty cle 
~P out ot nt.Wet-Ou.e volunteer aacoo1at.iona. But. uaWll.ly tbay a.,e content. 
with tbie rather general prediction. P~ the r aiatanoe aga1nat. nnarch1at 
ldeaa which they can exper1 nee every 4Q1 the,y should have concl.w1fld t.hat 
1n f*t.ure 1.hc"r will be at lo et. m1nor1 t1ea prerorring o be ~ ed by aome 

1nd ot aut.hol'1t t-1 lo derah1p. If' anarch1at.G would clellttl¥ demonet:rate 
how uch a\ to ooul « be ppeee:rved on a volltntary baa1a, t.he7 would re4uoe 
t.he numb 1' of he 1 r t;nc:om1 es co side :rebl.7. Once: they ~uld get a rounct t.o 
atu~ying t detail~ ot how a 11bertn~ian society coul~ peacefully and t.o­
le~ant.ly put up with 6~ch people and ~1ce ve:ren, ~hey ou14 bave to et.udy 
aome d~ta1l£ or the1~ own ~rog~am. too. Only rew ana~hiot ao tar atud1ed 
th poae1bilit.1es and technique~ or non-etat.2at moneta~y £yatema, arpa~n~ 
ly belicYiL& that cen1.-rttl. t ate bAnkia ould foreve-c- exi& and a\lpply the1 t­
commun1t1e~~!tn aut!1c1ent exchange a~d1a. Othe~s e e free t'r~de're but. 
not 80 conseq~ent t h t they ould ravo r even its onea1ded int.~duc ion 
on an ~r~c~~itor a l seal~ ' ~'r~err1 tor1al eoclavea or depots o 
cx~e~r1~or1nl fr e tra e co~~it1es. ~ tbc &&~ time aa ana~ch1 a 
alander some or 1.h otheru as reactionaries, C6~1\&li&t$1 conservatives, 
auch people t h iek 11~~ trUe enarcb16t~ ana a~udy th~ ~eta1ls of p~1vate 
p~atal aervtoes, Wft\er - and ener~ aupply, ~adbuild1ng etc. like the 

- ~oundat1on f r tconc~ne L&uc t1on, Irv1naton-on-Hudaon, Ne• Yo'rk, doe&. 

Like mo&t. annrchi& t s yo~ tail, a\ ~e et in you'r i&au.e No. 2 t o m.ke positi­
ve propoaale ~ con\eDC yourself wit.h gen~~al atatomonta on!¥. 1 do not 
at. 611 deny the iirfl t val\le o~ aound aru1 ~l~ar pr1nc1plell btlt am 'YttrY mach 
1nt.erea\ed in ppactical a~ill1ca1.ions. True, one canna\ end sbould nt~t. •plan 
" ~rHd.om in eve~· de ail and could le ve much it not &1~ to the croat.i rt­
t.y of free indi vidu.al.s. Bu.t it o\1l.d oet-t.a1nl.y 4o no ha,.-m if .eom PNCt.i­
cftl in~tt.anees we~ uupplied. <t:f how ! r ee an4 creat.i ve 11'141 v1du.ala would 
often or some t1m a or as a rille \1& l-h61-r rreedom. (The repr1nl. o:r Armand' a 
article on »rop~r~7 1~ ~o. 10, a ala at least in ome detail ~1t.h anarchist. 
coo~erative ~rodu.ct1~n and 1s 1naors~ an axcert1on.) 
Anarchia\o cannot hope t.o 1'i~e th enthu.a1aam ot others it 1.hey oft"er gene­
ral not ione onl7. 
Uo t are coat ~ ~ 1t.h cr1~1cJ~1ni the pr6 ~ut. ays~em and d&m~ng i~A abo­
lit.1on1l~av1na ~ ne ~ y&tem~ more or less to chance. Aa e te~ventio­
n1atc e.~ rather n.~r u.a an.l know p~c1&ely wbat t.h 7 want i n t; rma or 
pot:itive la s the vU coma 1~J rather prtnlic t able. Fre dam w1ll lae-'t. on:l.y 

- a few iays anu 111 b~ , replao{IJ. bt another au~hor1 tarian regime. "today~ a 
anarch1st.a and tbe1r Qcuinterea~ for aet ils o! r1ghtf~ or tree behaviou• 
ould te largels t.o blame !o~ t.he\ • 

. os1. revolu.t1onnrles aha't'Od the bel1e.f, thought t.bA't. the main task is the 
ove~thro~ or the old r~gtme, and so t.hey u&ually loa~ the revol ~ion, even 
1! they won i the pow~ r at~uggle. 
Tbie lack o! in~er &t in ~boi:r own ~ob wbicb anarchia~a ahare w1~h revolu.­
iionu 6 1n g ne~al 1& well expre•ae~ in the poem by 1 \Parker on P• 2: 
·~ th t da7 c~es it. won't ~tte~ bucke~ o! co~ ahit 

" ether yotl took the r1sht or le!t. 01"' rad,cn.l. at.an4 on Cuba •••• •" " 
I~ you ould try t o !in~, tind, and r6&11ao ~h~ proper atana, "tb t !ay 
ot nuelenr suicide •ou~ never come.- Pana~cby ~ would eliminat e t be 
tara•' and the b7 indirectly the bomb&. ~a gua~tiea 1t. would o!f r 
tbe •••tt'*tww 4e&truct1\)n o! mut.ivea fot• war nn4 the f1 anc1al and coercive 
powet- to carry a ••r out. -1 

' Aa most anarchist& ar dt 1nterea ed in etud7iog p o~1cel appl1oat1ons ot 
t-heir belle! a th"Y are uall&l)3 \be vtet1me ot so eneral concept .. ona 
which a,.-e m1;£• d1ng o~ tuaund.ertt.ood. You know p bnbly au!t 1c i er.t 1natan­
cee. 
Fo me t.be poetic proae o! Armand • & 1nt.roch1ct1on t.o i auc 2 1s a aoou 1n­
a\anoe. It 1• ao aba~ t t.bf:\1. many will 1n1.erpret tt very 41tferontly. 
ae 58¥& l "We a~ a-po11 ical &Dd \ k no art in party qUaF~~e." 
Bow eRn ana~bial.a call "hemaelves a-pol1 ical -..h6n t.beir a1m, their 
•Great. Societ.T' 1a \be 1c1Hl aoc1t:'7 here en!'y ind1vid\l njoys 1'&Ul 
~reedoat ~h1a ia co~ta1nlr not a mere relig1o~a, philo oph1cal, uc1ent.11'1o 
o~ econom1o ~~ 1n pa~~1c~~ a po11t1oal atm. 
•we •••• take no par~ in pa~~7 taarrela•. 1~, JOU would not r••1 t a Basi or 
OCHmm.D1at. part7 U' 1 t srew t.o daqet'O'la proportions in BD.alaD4 and \bo 
r1 or other auoh part!J.J)aD4fbe lt oDe 1e4 b ~o, doe• not \\ert 
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z. 
a ~ong aa • re vic~1ma o! he p ~Y atrua~le, e ~ake pa~t, 1nvo~ ntar117 

.thol.fgh. haTe DO obaDoc at preaen1. to vote or opt out. u~ t 8¥&\em, 
t.o ao p n1.~7'1l Ol' ex\croal :t1ghta. AJGorxt in ~be rollowins l.inea ap alta 
ot Ha\l.olu bept.J" o:-••• aeceaa1on''but again 1'a1la to give- the practical. 

. 11l~atret.1ona. In case h baa Ye~ aup¥11•4 them I wo ld be ve~~ ara~f~l 
if 70~ would. point. out. the OOJ'retapODding U~eratul'e. 

o t•ftep bo ana,.chiet like to call tbemael.vea ;hey .&'ttzt1ll SOtile1.b1ng 
1 e a non.-p " 1amentar1an port7 tt'y1og to exel'Oi&e at lH&t a &p1r1 tualli ) 
cl ·t.1 n. The1,- rnot1 1a the des1tte not. t.o be 4omtnated themselves. 
Consequently they should obJect onl,y ag 1nst tbo& party act,1vitie h1ch 
1D:tep.te•e • t,h t.he f,.eedom of 1lCO\'l.e wbo are ne1tbet• member n<>r vote-r& t'<>tt 
t.be pa-rt7 in queat1on. Th Ane.rchiats, aa pat-t' moveroen , pl'Omising 
benetilt& ~ membeY'&, and T'Ul1:1ng t:net•ic tal prin 1p1 & for membet"a nl.v, 
otter1ng othe-r& <>nl7 1-b u~ne!11.at \)f praot1o6l Q...,nst.-~1or.a tUM &.llvloe, 
aboulA cled1ca\e t.heit- creat.1n powet'a n \o the non-etat161. sol.tU;ion o~ 
eart.hly ;>roble111e like sewage ~ncl waste d1&poae.l, f1t-e-!1iht.1ng for pro.C1t., 
etc. The Found&\. on !or loonoruic U~at.ion do&a a aoo<1 job ill. t.h1s. 

Disc rding .. heir •oon.t'orttJ 1'th anarchi&m - cl•1ral6", whloh 1n ut.rt~o ca•ea 
ba made bombth~w ,.-s c~t ot anal"CL1&to ( not. ilar1-1c\llarl3' aga1nat tyrant.a 
only ) t.ht: enaJ-Ch1ste ou,;ht. 1.c do thi e.ame ~ it.h l.~~t;ga ~ to J:rwciom ... n a;t:n.e­
ral aa a man !avourins f-r4lom of apeech 4oe& reiar'. Di "b1& parti~ular 
1'tte.aom. Ht:: ~fll.Q tlOt \. r y t.o !'Calise t.hiC par1.1oW.Sr r .. e~ for himaelt 
onl7, speaking all 'he time, ahout.1ng otbera down or in,$rl'Up\lns th~ 
inoeaaant.ly. No, he o1U.d co t,\) 1t. 1..ha-; as 1'ar a& poaa1ble ovoryone wo&ld 
galn a t'ai-r eAenoo \o ut.u-r hi a opinion, even 1: 1 t. 1& Q&11i.e con1..rar,v to 
h1a own. Natuftally, he oul« ttema1n t'~~ ta l1&t n to or to igno~ the1t' 
a~gu~enta. They ahvula generalize Vo~taire'& die~~ ~ I 41aapprv e or wha~ 

· 70&1 aay but am -ready ~ aacplr1oe D\f blood. ~or your right to &&3 it. In 
othe~ o~G, anarch1 ~ ought to propciate and ~o real1%e their rl.nt, even 
aa a small mtnor1ty, tc live in every re&pec~ coord1ng to thwir enarchist..a 
bolters, a\ the own oxpanee and risk, without et or hindrance by th~ ma­
jo,..1 ty or any ot.n r minor1t.y an4 a~ t.he· aame time they ough\ to tlemancs. 
and fitlht for tbe sam41l right ot all other gl'Oupa. You are r1gll1., tbe 
much, probably too tnuob abused and rniaunderstvod name .. n rch1&:on would 
no1- cover such a mov ment outr1cien1.ly. This 1s *h1 I o not consider my­
a~ aa an ana~ch1st any mo-re • 
.An Mo.rchis1. "st.cte• within a state would na1.uro.lly not have ~ch 111 oornmcn 
with nny atate o! the pr•eent. tJPe. Because o voluut.nt-y membc:l"ship ite 
conat1 tu1.1on would have to have the unanimous app val u! all anarchist 
member•, would theretore contain ~nly the 1rreduo1ble m1n1mtm ot order. 
I belt eve 1 i 'ltould be pt-tt1.t.Y rnw::l\ like my &alJertar1an hurra11n l."latht& drert. 

ill s tate o \1-..t.s alwn;y& be nveilnble t.o aettle ar~wr.~n1.s among &no~hista, 
argurn n1te iih1ch in &pita o'l: ibeil' .,t-eaent. protoa at,i ns thtl;y may happen 

have' Should not the lon~ pl"aot1co or estrotei-r erial jur1&d1ction 
- be stu41~ \\1 th th2.a in :n1nd1 In ~ pt•1.v t• acale o1' value&> one p-.e or 

auch a diecu.se1on ta 1U)l'th 100 arl8,.ch1atpoem&, conveying only vague i deas. 
Are tbe objections o£ n~t1onal1at.s and etat1sts against such c~rt~ val1~ 
for arch1sta, t.oo? Thoma& F. Mill& ' a "The E.nd o ... Extor'l"11.~r1al.ity 1n 
China , A.B.C. Preaa, Sbengha1, 1931, ~~o-.ea no less than 91 relevant 
publ1o~t1one. 
In wh1ah t-eepecta woula the at.at.~toa of en 1c:leal anarohitt conwunit-~ set 
up by y u d1f'fet- !Nm ~ right& dl'attY I kl\o • t.he word ••right" 1e tabu 
to you . ~ell, replace 11. b7 anothe~ •o~ it you please. 

Armand • a "Rb&olute libet't~ o£ a•mbly, un1ou, gi-Oup1Di1 asaoc1at.1on aud 
aece a1on tt ould not. only oe fo-r ~ma~hiat.& t. ~ ~or all ot.her~ too, wo\lld 
it. not? An6rch1ot~ could not sens1b~ obj~c~ 1r etat1sta eBt blieh~ volu~ 
t.ee:r conmunl1. tes i~hou\ t.ert'it. t'"ial c."' 1.o11• ( o~ 1! ch o :r.m\Utit.i.es r 
mained tv1'1.•r the seceesion or t.he lib~#rtar18Il ) aL• i:f' tbe;r oul& no1. 
oblect., or resist, but ther tole to t.helll t.hey 'it &Ud lt-.)\ 1Ul3' n~-re be 
Nla~histo 1n the \lsual meaning o! 'his 1rord a nlf~ anarch1a\s, tho · h tl:l~;y 
t.bema 1 ea would live aa enarohi•~&. Borr), 1 cannot put. 1\ on¥ ou\.ter. 
They •oUld. thus e~en g1ve Nazi o.nd eoru.r~ain1at vo .. unt.ee,rL an opp\)rtunlty to 
live acco tng to their pr~i1.1ve ideas. 

•we are for lib~~ty and 1ree ag~emen~ AK&inat aotbo.,.1ty and imposed rule~ 
It 1a a sensible rUle U' applied only to ~t1onal beings, aa: ·. l~ng as 
t.bey are ttat.tonal b&lt it ta not. a pol1oy to be ~Qr&\l~tl •1tbo t. 11m1tat1ona 
J'egel"dlq Jt14•• man1aoa, C1'1min&.la or totali ariana. Ir you d~tend JOUr­
aelt aucceaatull7 aga1nat an t\ack b7 a o 1m1Dal 70\l rue, \emporar1.ly, (1111' 

oftr billa, 'b7 f"oroe. '.Co pl'Otect not onl.7 yourael.t, your wife, you..,. ch1ldl'On 
bu.~ o~hera, too, ~a1na\ auoh at.\aoka, alone or tn aaaoo1at1on with oth r~ 
la aot onl.7 pal't. o£ yoll!' 1'Me4om bu.t. a ,.eapooaio111tl', too, 1t ta in ot-her 
worcta, oat. olll.J a .-1Jrht. })ut a 4u.U. recoa1 b7 e'ftl'Y Maeonable beinc. O ljt 



o ra~ ould you go in ~ou~ ~j t1on o and resis~ance ogn1net tyr~­
oal ~ule'l ?craonall.v, I avour ~Y enn1c1 o ~d right!'ul ~evolu1.1,jn and 
1 e 1"ollow1na a~gumon\ 1 " 11.h t'Oaoon ble men, I will t-eason, w1th 
humane men I 111 plead; bat to t;rranta I will give DO quarter ... 

ill1 LJoyd G rr1eon,1805-1879 ae ~uoted b:y Leon 
Uria in Mila 18. 

•Pree ex 1nat.1on ap1nat 4ogmat1 . " I adn1it. with. L1cht. .. nbe!'a t.ha't. one 
ought. t.o doUbt ev !"'J't,h1ng Al. l•t once but this 1B no xcuee fo~ d.o bt1n 
eYea-Tt.h1ng ont1nuouely because one is too laz7 to loo~ !'or and sti&Ay the 
marq aY& lable proo!•· Tbia eonc~rns in my \)pinion wnrhl~ the idea tha~ 
human and na al rtrrhts aro mere r'bi~rarY dopae. 

Dtd you ever come acroas an £n&Il1sh trf:illalat.ion of F1cht.e' s work on the 
Prench )levol•tion? I TJM" t.o rcpr1n1. the passage C.'ll 11eceae1on l"ro7: t.h .. eta­
to. 
Sor!'~, to 1myocc on you w! th such a long letter. In an or8l d.iscu.es1on I 
wo\ll like to 1st~ rD&Jl.Y more point bu\ the connntional wr1 t.1.en torm 
o! d1acuao1on ta too t.1me-coneum1ng and 1nef1'ect1ve. 

Sincerely yours, 

Sur=cr, 1971 the dandelion Page 25 

ILettfteJr§ o The Editor 
Sod~li1~d Mrntalitits 

l)(o;u Mi&:c ("'uut~hlin, 
lltc truuhfc Wath liU(h Of hal iS 

tuday -.-,ll~d ··an rdti m" is the fact 
th:at iu ua.an~nu till' dnminaled by 
.. soc:ialiud m~ntalitan'•. by lhis I mun 
an obscuinn walh the nuli n th~t the 
libcr:aliun uf the indavtdu21 is by way 
of iutea.:ratit n with usncieay·. Not, in 
l•i~ usc. existin~ suc~tty. but an idc:al, 
,.1~ Kiely tta:at the indefanite 
future is suppou·d to brin1. 

Tile dntinguishmJ future of this 
ype of soc:aalized mentahty is its 
pos~ujon by the bchd th~t anarchi 
equ:als anti-s ahsm. Once the State has 
been eliminated. so the ar~ment runs, 
nunkind will dweh in freedom. Unfor· 
tunately. this is not the case. be·cau~e 
authority has o ther sourcts than the 
St:ate. One of thne is ••society''. In­
de d. social customs and morts, because 
they are nut specified in lepl enact· 
n~nts. nn be more persistently up-
pttssiwe than the I of the Slate 
·~ainsl which. al tl • there Is some 
measure of juridicial defense. M:any 

profuud anarchisiS rrcu~niu the 
orprrssavrMs.s of the State. but arc 
bland to that of sc~itty. Tittir ··anarchy .. , 
therdnre. cunsisu ur repl em& the 
Yeflicat auth ity or the St:atr with the 
horitontal autnority of Society. 

It is for this reason that I round 
Rd hert 's arlide, "A Lcuun in An:au:h· 
ism' .. incredibly naive and superficial. 
Indeed. at demands hi's ~lief in the 
possibility of .. mirac\JI• usly•• trant­
formin& power to accept that the "in· 
fcwmal social control" he advocates wilt 
be in any way fundamenta.Jiy cliffcrent 
from the ''f rnul social controt•• that 
he den uncu. It u clear that any form 
of sociaJ control. whether "fornul" or 
.. infunnat••. wi be control over 1M and 
that I wi11 be rtquircd to submit to it 
one WIY or another. So much for my 
'1iberty" ••.. 

As an anarcbisl..tndividualist I K· 

knowte ~ neither the le&itimacy or 
State contlol o er me, n r that of an 
acephalous mob labcHin& its.elf ••art· 
archist". I am in ZJJ~e•~ttn _,ilh R~n7a 
Novature when he ,.,. It: 

.. Anarchy is not a soda I form, but 1 

·method of individuation. No soc .ely 
wall concede to me more tlun allmilcd 
(reedorr and a well·btm that It aunta 
to tach of its membcu. But I am not 
content with this and want mort. I 
want all that I have the rower to CUft· 

quer. Evtry tncttly Ktks tn conflne me 
to the auJlull limits uf thf' peunUttd and 
u~ r·· ...1\ab&ttd. Rut I ~ not acknnwl· 
td,e th~s.e lainiu, fur nottim- it fur­
beildt-n •nd all it ~rmiUtd to those 
that han t t for~t and the nlour . 

.. f,, tKQutntly. an:uthy .... is nul 
the cunstf\Kteun of a nrw and suff""--at· 
ma wt~ty. .. is ltw ~ .. u.vc ftJ,ht, 
apinst ~u su.:wten - dulttb.n. dMw-

~•"'"=· sndahst . ~ommuntst. tote .• th:. 
,\natch&sm l htt ~tt'nDl ~lrur,gk u( a 
~all minority o1 arhhXntft( ou"edtiS 
.11aln&t all th~ socit-I~S that foll-sw on~ 
anuthrrun tht st:a~f' ot· histPry ... 

l'h~ ant thin~ that trdtcm\ Rtich­
trt's ll'tid~ (uam lhf utof1lan -.rbMu 
"' belovf'd by tht' ~a-."ialiud mt-nrality 
is his rt'CC\tnttion in hu "'nnC'Iudin~ rt• 
m~rk that an an1rchi t 1ocitty Is im· 
JlOf ibl~. lht ~n~n:his1 ht w1 itt'S, "puts 
t-.imself in t'trmantnl opposition .•.• 
(and) is lhus forC'V~r on 11-te dtfcnsiw 
and can h nlly win any tk\·isive vec­
tcrws·~ . 11us udd n btt"2kth'" u~h into 
the h:ud rt-.ahsm of .. ,lfrn nt-nl pro­
tt.s1" rcvnls 3 cutin I pcUflC't i~ th3t 
.,.,t day he mit~l direct at "sudety" 
and its ovrucssions. 

Y rs sin«rely 
S. E. Parker 
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irregular review for anarchists. ego· 
and tndhtidualisu· that Ms been pub­
d atnce 1983. A duplicated. one-man 

ine, It acts as a medium of expres· 
alon r, :~nd a link betwe n, ose "poets 
and tr • ps•· who 1re concerned to defend 
th ir lndi" duality a~inst the encroach­
ments of authority-- hether of the Right. 
the left or the Centre. All work conn cted 
with Minus Or.e is unpaid. exce:>t for th'l 
actual duplicating. Now the typewrite: on 
which stencils are cut ts over 1 S years old 
and In urgen'l need of r placement. There 
are also ,.prints and oth•r publishing pro­
jects which have Md to be !_;d acide due 
to escalatlng costs. 
£50 we• ld buy a new typewriter and be a 
consld rable boost to the rut. Cbequea 
etc S. E. • 1H Glouc:e:ster Ter · 
rece. London W2 • 


